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THE TRAGEDY, line of understanding…
The tragedy happens almost spontaneously very much an agonizing event to everybody who suffered in it but the story doesn’t end there When the tragedy is over there are many players; the victims are joined by their relatives, humanitarian groups, the media, the Government, and the opposite groups; the people who were responsible or apparently responsible. Everybody has their side, several images and the truth is buried with the buried. All those are left are overlapping images of anger, wisdom, pseudo- wisdom, authority, condolences, or defenses and pretences. The tragedy itself loses itself against the environment that follows it. 
What happened is a fact. It is an irreversible act. Let’s not let these things happen in the future.
The MUMBAI RIOTS AND BOMB BLASTS are also such painful events which loom over the life of Mumbaikars. Very drastic images which one wishes had never seen. We want to understand these images and wrath not see them again and again. We want to form a relation with these images, not reproduce or duplicate them. As they are. That is our homage to the tragedy.

Each aspect of the design in a memorial has a dual responsibility to fulfill. A memory by definition has to sustain and elicit the memory of the tragedy for the general people and same time give pause to memory to forget certain things to move forward in life. In this sense it is rooted in the past. Fifteen years since the tragedy and for much longer in the future the memorial has to stand against the human memory to forget and remembered. It has to commemorate the past while being relevant to the present and the future. Hence the design has to include time, human activity and community perceptions as tangible elements in the planning stages itself so that the memory project continues to evolve even after it is built.
The Formulation of the program was a crucial step in this direction; it would determine to a large the extent the sphere of influence and continued relevance of the human memory and senses. The program elements would be instruments that engender their own evolution guided by time and process.
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Thematic Program.
Memory project.
· Acknowledgement and Remembrance: MEMORIAL WALK, BELL TOWER. 
· Paused spaces: COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND MEMORIAL. 

· Awareness and Addressal: RESEARCH FACILITIES, MEUSUM AND EXHIBITIONS. 

· Revival: REBIRTH PLAZA.
The Site
The site is currently situated in the Western periphery of Mumbai city. Bandra is a part of a small island of commercial and regional plots in an otherwise largely middle and higher income residential zone. Currently, in the context of Mumbai, Bandra is located at one of the tragic bomb blast site during March 1993. At the onset it does not seem to offer much potential in terms of an audience or setting for a memorial of this scale. But on Mumbai Tourist map it certainly attracts lot of world tourists and allows Mumbaikars to visit the memory site frequently because of Bandra festival, Mound Marry fair, Bandra fort, Bandra Bandstand, shopping paradise-Hill road and its religious quality. Proximity wise site is well connected by road (futuristic Bandra-Warli sea link and existing Linking Road is wrapped around site). But conversely such a project has the ability to revitalize the entire neighboring zone and bring it to prominence. Also, if one maps the projected expansion of Mumbai the area will gradually become a cultural node in the western zone. The site, therefore, offers many latent possibilities that can be cultivated.
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Design Path.
At a micro level the largely irregular shaped site is bounded by a Link Road and vast shopping street (Hill Road)on three sides and Bandra bandstand on front side. All edges faces the settlement. This provides a small window of opportunity for interaction with the public realm. Otherwise most parts of the site are visually and physically inaccessible. Boundaries needed to be broken down to allow the site to be part of the City or else architecure inventions is made such a way that it allows pubil penitration to the site.
There was a need to re-examine and re-define the existing sense of visibility, accessibility. To weave memory project into the existing city systems required efforts to link it to the neighborhood - physically, notionally and functionally.
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Memorial Expression
as I understand it…

Timeless in simplicity and beauty, 
like its landscape, both stark and serene, 
the Memorial should be quiet in reverence, yet powerful in form, 
a place both solemn and uplifting.

It should instill pride, and humility.
The Memorial should offer intimate experience, yet be heroic in scale.
Its strong framework should be open to natural change
and allow freedom of personal interpretation.

We want to restore life here, 
to heal the life, and nourish our souls.
In this place, a dead site will become a gateway
and a strip mine will grow into a flowering meadow.

But more than restoring health,
the Memorial should be radiant,
in loving memory of the people.
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Narratiion of an Idea.
The site becomes an introvert in nature. In away that the most obvious path in a more or less non-descript site in terms of views that it has to offer on ground level, hence the site itself becomes the views and path achieves prominence by the means of architecture.
 “Have a brave heart to walk on right path, a difficult straight path 
which leads to the life” 
–Christ.
The orientation too falls exactly in the sacred east-west direction by chance, for an idea. Path-almost a line within site, a thin line between human senses, experiences of life and memory.

MEMORY LANE
Acknowledgement and Remembrance.
I start with an entry to site; a bell tower tall enough to be seen from the main road, the bell tower heroically marks the entry to and exit from the memory site. Set within a concrete void resonating rings, the tower houses 42 white aluminum wind chimes. The continuing songs of chimes in the wind celebrate a living memory and honoring 42 police officers who died in riots. At night, the Tower interior will be evenly grazed with light. Parking, public restrooms and an information/orientation kiosk, services are planned near the Tower.
As visitors cross the bell tower you entered into the abulation tank, a place where you leave your footwear to begin. Visitors have to Wash their feet and freshen before they can start the path. Architecturally the memory lane is a linear progression partially below ground level. A lonely walk of about 140 meters with just plain blank walls attempting to spell the rigor and recreating the tragic experience of panic ness of the dead lives ; build a concentration the beam of light just wants you to respect its presence in our lives. The water runs parallel to the memory lane symbolize the purity of life and let visitor imagines stress in the rather strict path that led to success of life.
All architectural expression and amenities are spread along this straight path (memory lane) a Slide library is introduced just after 50 meters of memory lane entrance. It allows visitors to take a break or leave the path if you changed your mind. This library act as knowledge box for visitors and from here they can directly visit the rebirth plaza. 
MEMORY PAUSE.
Creating a temporary void in human memory.
The Memory Pause for those affected by riots and bomb blast. Doing so it will creates an illusion in visitor’s mind of being lonely and away from their own thought …something with deep meaning and together creates the memory pause in the mind of visitor.
COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Healing and Rehabilitation.
Making the site part of the surrounding settlement and city.
The southern and northern edge of the site would be treated as a public place for public activities. Community facilities like a School cum Youth Center, training halls, community hall, and playing areas are located in this zone. It is used for development of structures related to providing additional social infrastructure and to aid in the economic revitalization of the site.
The key to the success of this regeneration exercise lies in involving, representing and serving the community … an attempt to bring the people together.
The educational facility will house a vibrant education center that will bring together culture, history, art, and ideas. Located at the periphery of programming, the education center will mirror the instrumental role that education plays in youth and children in the city. The Museum will hold 4,500 square feet of education space including an activity room and classrooms, allowing the SECULAR MEMORY PROJECT to significantly expand its array of enriching educational programs for students, teachers, community members, artists, families, youth, adults, and senior citizens.
RESEARCH FACILITIES
Awareness and Addressal.

One of the biggest social and public challenges facing the world today is terrorist attacks and human riots.

In the immediate backdrop of one of the world's worst man made disaster, the research center would be devoted to study the human psychology and questioning social, political background for such incidents worldwide.

The Research Center will contribute to the revitalization process by enabling artists, scholars of engineering, the social sciences, economics, non government and government organizations, multi-level understanding of the challenges facing the Mumbai city as it moves forward in life.
It would house offices for various NGOs, Mohalla communities and developmental agencies involved towards the benefit of the City. Office space would provide an opportunity to build the tax base and provide infrastructure of the whole site through rents and corporate involvement.
It will also have a temporary living facility for worldwide researchers on site for better research output.

MEUSEUM AND EXHIBITION SPACES
Enclosed museum and series of exhibition spaces shows the plight of riot victims and the positive events happened post tragedy. It also acknowledges visitors how similar events happening worldwide and how worlds most cities dealing with it (e.g. terrorism attacks, black & fight in America, etc.)There are open performing spaces (e.g. skit) and exhibition spaces. (Understanding life through ART) At the museum, visitors will have the opportunity to meet distinguished artists and discuss their work; they can even have their own exhibition. The education center will feature an open resource area that will include a small exhibition area and a relaxing, living-room-like atmosphere with tables, comfortable seating, computers, and an array of resource materials to allow visitors to meet others and enjoy learning about art.
The 3,500-square-foot auditorium and meeting room will be designed to accommodate film/video and intimate theatrical performance, including comedy, lectures, discussions, and readings. The room will have the potential for a 300-seat theater.
REBIRTH PLAZA
Revival.
Converting the open area into a landscaped park provides a large public green counterpoint to the existing site backdrop. Creating smaller, more intimate sculptures, imaginative parks, public spaces and installations as points of interest will be instrumental in drawing visitors to the site. Therefore the park is a powerful resource and asset for creating awareness, especially on issues of riots and city’s future. While it functions and attracts as a free time enjoyment zone, each aspect of its landscaping derives from Mumbai riots and bomb blast.

Each landscape design uses slope gradients, solar aspects, adjacent contexts and vegetation to generate a robust localized identity and accommodate specific uses be it ecological reflection, commemoration of the tragedy, passive recreation or active sports. Cyclists, joggers, picnickers and pedestrians will find in the Park an interconnected web of pathways that offer a seemingly inexhaustible array of experiences. 
Various theme walks, cycling routes and trails serve several purposes to create and improve green infrastructure, provide more recreational opportunities, appeal to tourists, and increase the understanding of the site's history among local residents as well as visitors. It will be a destination for exploration and learning—a place that defines and practices sustainability education. This will extend the park beyond its natural borders through educational and social connections.
Education: By virtue of its context, the park can be a destination for exploration and learning—a place that defines and practices sustainability education. This theme is integrated through juxtaposition, comparison and emphasis in the landscape though theme based paths that tell the story of the “Mumbai people”. All these components of the landscape – the onsite experiments, testing games, cultural activities, meditation and secular learning –come together as a dynamic public memory.
Sustainability: An important aspect is the selection of the plant species, which creates new memory to visitors, a totally new experience all together. It also connected with rebirth as plant gives different textures, color, smell and visual impact.
The Event: The Park is setting for cultural events of different scales throughout the year. The main event will be the annual anniversary of the tragedy which would bring to together people from around the world on a large scale. Every year, the night of December 6 sees a festival, a concert, a celebration - at the genesis of grief. The world mourns the lost, the dead, and the sufferer. The world also exults – in the joy of a slow process of healing beginning to show, of a city picking up its pieces and moving ahead, of a bruised and battered people slowly lifting up their chins and looking the future straight in the eye!
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“I believe that this project will joins architecture to questions that are now relevant to all humanity. To this end, I have sought to create a new Architecture for a time which would reflect an understanding of rich+sorrow past, a new understanding of Memorials and a new realization of the relationship between program and architectural space. Therefore this memory project is not only a response to a particular program, but an emblem of Hope."
-o-o-

abhishek a. kadam
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