Conceptual Planning of GBD Old District (A+B+C+D)

Beihuayuan Art District

According to our first stage of the art district plan and development strategies, in the following plan we shall adopt a form for the means of using natural resources. Resources that we can make use of include: 

1. Transport and public roads, light rail, railway

2. Buildings/structure and materials

3. Position/orientation, sunlight

4. Plants and green spaces

The above natural resources define the longitude. The latitude of the project will be defined by the functionality of the art district: the use of spaces, the degree of openness, its capacity for extension, service facilities etc.

We have already, in an interwoven and even way, organised a form. This form will cause the area to move forward in an organic way. It will become a double-dimensioned carrier. 

Working according to the fixed plan for the art district, we will add to the thought process outlined above and the according to the positioning of places in the district:

1. Information and Communication Centre

2. Service Spaces

3. Open Spaces (galleries, design studios, performance, or art performance centres)

4. Public Areas (green spaces, squares)

5. Private Spaces (housing and studios)

These will all be part of the GBD collaboration, which needs time to become solid and mature. We need to actively collaborate together on all aspects of the program and deal with limitations of: rent, resources supplied, proprietor, usage, design standards. 

Our spatial planning does not negate the flowing of time. Time suggests good luck, and good luck changes the development of space. 

Huang Rui
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Analysis of Zone District Functions

The soul of planning and design lies in the functions of different zones. It demonstrates the use that we will make of the space. In this conceptual planning, the principle is to use up the largest possible resources… It is also a preservation based and open planning concept. 

Information Centre: The information centre will be visible from the primary entrance of the art district. It will offer information about the site, give directions, sell gifts/items from within the district, and offer information about the development and situation of the art district. 

Service Areas: Coffee shops, restaurants, bars will be situated on the left hand side of the road that runs east from the main entrance. These hospitality areas will open onto a small square, which will become a lively area, a place to receive guests. 

Open/Public Spaces: refers to spaces such as galleries, art organisation, performance areas, design studios. The use of these spaces depends on the facility of transport and development direction of the area. 

Art Studios: The group of buildings with the most stunning architecture will be set aside as art studios, and will become representative of the district. We are also considering giving buildings that were originally dormitories and hotels to artists, designers and especially for young artist that come to Beijing specifically to create. The second floor of old hotels could be used as an art school. 

New Areas: The site of buildings that were originally planned for destruction, will be used as subjects for the design competition, including: storage buildings, independent buildings and workshops.

New Hotel Areas: The new hotel area shall be next to the and in the area around the railway line. ….

Recreation Square: There will be two recreation squares: one surrounded by service facilities that will be very open; the other will be tucked away, and used for art events and as a place for exhibiting outdoor sculptures. 

Green Space: Design of the green areas shall depend on the size and quality of the area. 

